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Working in museums for more than 
twenty years, Cinnamon Catlin-
Legutko has been a museum director 
since 2001. Prior to joining the Abbe 
Museum as president/CEO in 2009, 
Cinnamon was the director of the 
General Lew Wallace Study & 
Museum in Crawfordsville, Indiana 
where she led the organization to 

the National Medal for Museum Service in 2008.  
 
A passionate advocate for museums – their successes and their needs –
 and small museum expert, she is a frequent presenter at national 
museum meetings and is often asked to comment on national museum 
issues. At the Abbe, Cinnamon co-leads their decolonization initiative and 
develops policies and protocols to ensure collaboration and 
cooperation with Wabanaki people. In 2016 Cinnamon gave her first TEDx 
talk on “We Must Decolonize Our Museums” which may be viewed at 
www.tedxdirigo.com.  
 
Cinnamon served as a board member and later as treasurer for the 
American Association for State and Local History (2008-2014) and was the 
founding chair of their Small Museums Committee. She is a board 
member of Maine Humanities Council and a member of the Smithsonian 
Affiliates Advisory Council. In 2015, Cinnamon was elected to the 
American Alliance of Museums board of directors.  That following 
year, Cinnamon became treasurer of the AAM and serves on their 
strategic planning committee and is a liaison to the Council of Regions. 
 
She is also a passionate community volunteer. Cinnamon serves on the 
board of the Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce (former chair), is the 
former vice president of the Hub of Bar Harbor, and is an advisor to the 
Island Housing Trust.  
 
In 2004, the Indiana Historical Society published Cinnamon’s first book 
The Art of Healing: The Wishard Art Collection. She is the co-editor of the 
Small Museum Toolkit, a six book series, published by Altamira Press in 
2012. In addition to editing, she authored the chapters on strategic 
planning and fundraising tactics. Her recent book, Museum 
Administration 2.0, a popular textbook, was published in July 2016 by 
Rowman & Littlefield. She is the author and contributor to numerous 
articles and book chapters. 
 
Cinnamon holds a BA in anthropology and art history from Purdue 
University, and is a graduate of the University of Arkansas 
(Fayetteville) MA program in anthropology with a specialization in 
museum studies. Additionally, she is a 2004 graduate of the Seminar for 
Historical Administration (now the History Leadership Institute) and 
joined as a faculty member in 2014. 

 


